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GERMANS LAUNCH
_ FRENCH AT VERD

Decisive Battle Believed to Be
Raging at Melancourt and
About Dead Man Hill.

JOFFRE'S LINES IMPERILED

Bavarians Attempt to Cut Off
Communications of Troops
at Bethincourt.

AMSTERDAM, March 24—
Flushing correspondents of Am-
sterdam newspapers today re-
port sounds of heavy firing In
the North Sea from the direc-

" tion of Ostend and Westende
this morning. Skippers believe
an important naval fight is go-
ing on.

LONDON, March 24.—German
troops have resumed heavy attacks
against the French front northwest
of Verdun, according to Paris dis-
patches today.

Following & twenty-four-hour
lull, the German batteries turned
a terrific fire on the French po-
sitions south of Malancourt and
around Dead Man Hill. French
ouns roared in reply all day yes-
terday.

It is believed in Paris that the
decisive battle on this sector has
begun.

PERIL TO FRENCH.

By battering through the French linta
in Avocourt wood, the crown prince
bent the French front In the shape of
na‘dangerous loop. The neck of this loop
{s less than four miles Wiae.

Cierman artfllery posted on the ridge
near Dead Man Hill, on #e northeast
side, in sweeping the four miles of
wooded plain with & heavy fire,

On the southwestern side, Havarian
regiments are striving to cut through
the Intervening four miles, cutting om
French forces holding Bethingourt and
Malancaurt,

Lispateches from Berlin deciare that
thes French are in an extremely pre-
carious position.

Berlin claims to have captured twe
more trenches in the Haucourt re-
glon.

The Germans pressed forward south
of Malancourt, against the south-
western side of the French salient.
The advance further Imperila French
positiona at Malancourt and Bathin-
court,

From Parla comes newa of a heavy
bombardment of German poasltions
in the woods south of Malancourt and
around Dousumont and Damloup.

In the Woevre reglon the artillery
fire was most violent near Houlain-
ville and Eparges,

French troops occupled a mine crat-
er near Hill 288 In the Argonne,

—————

Savage Slav Attack
Made on Riga Salient

PETROGRAD, March 24, —Bavage
fghting s going on at Jacobatadt.
oibty miles southeawt of Riga, where
the Russians, using liguld fire and gas
bomba, are battering In the German
nallent.

At the same time, the Slavs are at-
tacking vigorously at Friedrichstadt,
west of Jacobstadt and at Illuxt, te
the wsouth. ;

General Kuropatkin's alm,
Is to squeere von Hindenburg out
this Important sallent by threats
envelopment, forelng The retirement
the whaole German line from Riga
Dvinsk, on & front of 140 miles,

Handicap to Germana,

The success of thls offensive will remove
the German threat against Riga and
pvinsk and handleap von Hindenburg In
any AEEresalve campalgn he may un-
Jdortake on the Russlan front.

Despite optimistic statements from
some sources, best Informed critics here
dn not consider Kuropatkin's attacks
tne hf;illlnlllﬂl of & great Russian of-
tensive. The spring thaw, dus within
possibly & fortnight, is expected to Im-

" artille movements and foree a
[ulf]hiu lha%.hllng on the northern
front. i

When the ground becomes firm agaln,
big offensive movementa by both the
tiermans and Russlans are certain lo
develop. To Improve his defensive po-
sitlons to meet the expected German
attack, General Kuropatkin s  spread
ing out German wedgea in the Russian
line and moving to capture highway in-
tersections and dominating positions.

For Strategic Railways.

South of Dvinsk, the Germans are
counter-attacking vigorously, The on-
risn of the Russian troops has tempo-
rarlly been halted by the enemy's on-
slaughts. Both sides are battling for
the possession of sirategle rallways of
great importance in the expected spring
offensives.
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New York Dentist Who
Is Held in Poison Case

EVIDENCE AGAINST
WAITE IS COMPLETE,
SAYS' PROSECUTOR

=FPhote by Underwood & ['nderwnad,

DR, ARTHUR WARREN WAITE.

WOULD ELIMINATE
SECRETARYOF NAV

Admiral Fiske Recommends Es-
tablishment of Permanent
Chief of Operations.

The elimination of the Becretary of
the Navy, to all practioal Intents, wans
the suggestio nof Admiral Bradiey
Fiake to the House Naval Committee
today. R

The admiral, over whose appearance

Congressman Britten  and Chalrmenw

Padgett had fought for weeks, tha
chalrman finally consenting, startied
the committes with his proposal. He
recommended the establishment of a
permanent chief of operations who
would have authority over the preap-
aration of the entire navy for war,
and who could not be overruled by
the Secretary of the Navy without
authority of Congreas.

“If we have a Secretary who comen
in every four years and changes the
entire strategy of the navy we will
never geét anywhere,” Admiral Fiake
sald. “"We ahould have m Iaw that
would make It imposaible for the Bec-
retary to change conditions and the
policlea of the nevy without appearing
before Congress and securing consent.”

Chalrman Padgett clashed frequently
with Britten and Roberts, of Muassa-
chusetts, “blg navy" advoecates.

Fadgett endeavored to bring out by
croap-questioning Fiake that navy of-
ficers should not have authority over
the civillan heads of the Navy Lepart-

ment. Filske sald there ahould not be
divided authority. He pald he would not
place the naval officers over the

civilians, but that the chief of opera-
tiona should have a more extensive au-
thority.

"It would take five years to put our
navy on nn effective basa,” Fiake sald.
““Thin opinlon haa been (ndorsed by
every naval officer I have talked to.
Our navy will never be am offective as
those of other countries until the system
Is changed, Since 197 thers has been
aAn increasing realization of the Import-
ance of “continued policy of strategy.
It Ia casy enough to have a big navy,
but not mo ensy to have a good one.
The policy of strategy should be made
continuous. '

“Britten sald he feared that a Secre-
tary could come In and nullify all of
the effective thinga done by his pred-
aceanors.

“I have wo fear that any Secretar
who may be appointed will do any suc
thing,” Chairman Padgett retorted.

“It han been done,” Britten replled.

Unknown Woman
Dying in Hospital

Police Trying to Find Relatives
With Meager Clues Before

She Succumbs,

An unidsntifled white woman Is dying
at Fmergency Hospital,

Te police are bending every effort to
leeate her 1clatives, Bhe s suffering
from uremic polson and physicians fear
she cannot live much longer.

Park Pollcemnn Berkeley Inge found
the woman early vesterday at Thir-
teenth street and Pennsylvania avenus
nfrllhwrll and assisted, her to the hos-
pitnl.

There nahe , declared her name
Clara Wilson, and gave meveral
addresses, Lefore she lapsed Into un-
consclousneae, ]

The police were notlfled of the
woman's condition early toduy. ' Detec-
tives Evana and Warren were immedi-
otely assigned to the case, They visitod
all the addresses she had given, hut
found no one who could identify her.

The only possible clues to her ldentity
im n laundry ticket, bearing in Chinese
characters the number 48, and a tele-

was
homae

phone nubber,

The woman s about twenty-three
years old, [lve feet four inches tall,
welghs about 13 pounds, has light

brown halr, and & round, florid face,
Bhe wore 4 bhlack skirt, a lavendar.

striped walst, & green coat with white
buttons, und a black felt hat with a

Accused Son-in-Law of Million-

aire Victim to Be Taken to
Tombs.

RECOVERING FROM DRUG

Dentist Reviving From Effects
of “Sleeping Powder” Taken
After Arrest.

NEW YORK. March 24.—Dis-
trict Attorney Swann announced
this afternoon he had forged the
last link in evidence which he
claims will hold Dr. Arthur
Warren Waite to anawer for the
death of his millionaire father-
in-law and mother,

NEW YORK, March M.—Dr. Arthur
Warren Whaits, auspected In the miys-
terfous poimoning of his  milllonaire
father-in-law, John E. Peck, of Grand
Raplds, Mich., and the latter's wife, will
be moved frowm his palatial apartment
overlooking the Hudson today and
lodged In & cell In the Tomba,

Detectives, who guarded Walte closely
throughout the night, sald that he in
slowly recovering from the effects of the
drug he took while they were linking
him with the death mystery, Before
night he may be arraigned on the for-
mal charge of homiclde.

While the watch was belng Kept at
Walte's marble-walled apartment on
Riverside Drive, District Attorney
Bwann went over the evidence In what
he amperts Is the most puzzling crime
story he has ever dealt with

Chargea Against Doctor,

The distriot attorney gave out today
the following ama=zing charges alroady
made In the probe of the Grand Rapids
millionalre's mysterious death:

That Dr, Walte, the night befora
Peck died, “poured something rrom a
smull vial” into s plate of soup and
nlso Into a cup of tea placed before
hin father-in-law. This charxe waas
made by Dora Hilller, the West Indian
negresy mald:
© That Dr. Walte, while maimaining a
home for hia beautiful wife In the #x-
olusive Collseum apartments, alvo main-
tained u sulle in the fashionable ["lana
Hotel, near Central Park, for a myste-

rlous woman who has disappeared;

That Dr, Walte npparently had no

ractice and found time to hecome the
ndoor tennis champlon of New York,
though his living expenses must batve
totaled $50,006 & yvear,

Hearch I« belng contlnued today for
the mysterious woman, who Is sald to
have alipprd out of the Plaza Hotel
while detectives were hot on her trall
for an exp'anation of her relations with
the doctor,

Though the distriet attorney does not

(Continued on Third Page.)

Allies Reject Plan
To Disarm Liners

Joint Reply Received Today at

State Department on U. S.

Proposal.

‘The joint repty of the alilea to tha
HSiate Department's proposal that mer-
ohantmén he disarmed was recelved at
the Btate Department today.

It 18 understood from the highest au-
therity that the proposal was not ac-
cepted, the ailles replying that the sit-
ustion and conditions of naval warrare
did not warrant them In subjecting
"“’:f vessels to the riak of dignrma-
mdo ¥

SUGAR TARIFF RAISE

PROPOSED BY GORE

Would Bring to Treasury Revenue
of Over $100,000,000.

If & plan which was proposed by Sen-
ator Gore in the Senate Flnance Com-
mittee today should be adopted, sugar
would bring In to the Treasury a rev-
enue of aver $100,000,005,

Benator Gore urged that in addition to
exinting duty, sugar oear apn additional
half cent customs tarlff, and an exclae
tax of a cent a pound, this to be an
emergency plan to last through the Eu-
roepan Wwar,

The committee did not act the
pugar teriff quenlﬁion. and will mest
agaln tomorrow. Senator Gore sald Ms
plan would hring in $60,000,000 additional
revenue from SURAT,

A problem which members of the com-
mittee are copsidering In this connec-
tion Is how to meet the cost of the
Mexican expedition If It s prolonged.

on

U.S. Troopers in Mexico
Wear Sand Masks

The sank mask is the latest
military dress.

The Mexican camprign through
a desert land mothered this
invention, which is gay and
colorful, not monstrous like
the gas masks of Europe.

In fact, al]l there is to a sand
mask is a handkerchief pulled
up over the mouth and nose,
in bandit style. Red bandan-

feather, BShe carried a small hand

satchel.

nas are the thing.

HOUSE T0 DECIDE
F DAV SPEECH I
NFI FOR RECORD

Comuman Madden Scores
Texas “Cyclone” for Scur-
rilous Remarks.

‘RECORD IS NOT A CESSPOOL’

llinois Member Declares His
Colleague’s Remarks Should
Be Barred From Publication.

A speech Inmeried In the Congres-
rional RNecord hy Congressman “Cy-
clone” Davis, n Texan Damoerat,
catsed the aprointment of a apecinl
Howse committes today to determine
whether the Dysis speech was “unfit
to he printed ¥

Congraasroan Mast'n B Madden, of
Minels, Alled #e attention of the
douse tf My, #invis’ remarks, He de-
clared tit they were “indecent and
nat Nt for publication on the Records
of Congress."

“1 do not Intend that the Congrea-
plonal Mecord shall be used as & ceas-
pool,” sald Mr, Madden. “Some of Ythn
language contained In this apeech ia
siich that no rospeciable newspaper in
the United Ytates would print it. Lan-
gnags that the newspapers eannot
print should not be allowed In the
lecord of thin House. *

Are Called Libelous.

The 1linols member added that Mr.
Davis' apeech contalnad “vile epithets
that could not be published In a news-
paper and would be libelous If pub-
lished anywhere slse, but the Rec-
ord.”

“He neemn 1
linen of some
Mr. Madden.

Mr. Madden first moved that the
speech be expunged from the Record
fo:rlhwllh. sl vy &

L WAS BFURKEPN ¥ Congresyman
Garrett, Garner and others that the
practice of the appointment of n mpocial
« itten tn ¢ ler the ftneas ol any
epeech af doubtful propriely. On rare
occnsions herelofore the House has
eauned specches to be stricken from
ita Necord

Committee Is Named.

Mr. Meadden then moved A commit-
tea of five to investigate the Davis
rpooch and Epsakor Clark named Con-
:m-mr ?'.#b'tarft'”!u n‘i'

. © entirky, tagne,
Viegnin, Cooper, of WMJ: and
Platt, af New Y .

~ar.

have washed the dlrty
exan controversy,” sald

ork,

Durine the hubbub Tavin aross
and nsked Yonder what rules were we
prooeeding ard what right have [ as a
member of the House"

The Bpeaker informed the Texan that
the Houmse was procecdings under Its
general rulen, and that If a committtes
were named he would have a right 1o
snpear hefore it in person or by counsel,
This seemed to satiafy Mr., Davis.

The Davie speech was printed under
unanimotis ennsent for “extenslon of re-
marks,” and was not deliverad on the
floor. It wan published in the Wed-
neaday Recorn, and was in reply to
eertain  eriticisma made of “Cyclone”
by a Téxas newspaper writer Mr.
Davis also pald his respects to Minority
leader Menn, with whom he had had a
verbal tilt several dayas before.

Some of His Language.

As amserted by Mr. Madden some of
the language used by Mr., Davis s re-
garded as unprintable. SB8ome of the
milder terms used by "Cyclone'' In his
reply to his Texas coritic were:

= ® % To call this man a child of
the devil would be to alander the devil,

‘It Is suppossd that * * * he haa
been hibernating with fallen women and
depraved men In beon companlonship

witn uesome gangs of gamblers,
thug hieves, and sandbaggers,
“I don't know this man, If man he

be; he may be some pusilianimous * = =
r;:mt:‘ and panderer for the lguor

“Cyclone” mald In the opening para-
graphs of his apeech that he had been
attacked becauss he pald tribute to
CUem. Nelson A. Miles in a prior speech
on the fMoor, Because he called Qeneral

Mides n “grand old patriot,” expliained
tha Texas member, » Hourton (Tex)
newspaper Lind  waved the “'bloady
shirt,”

The prior apesth also nttacked J. P.
Morgan, the Wauor traffe, ‘“‘tnoney

mengers and sordld trest masters' and
the preparedness program, This, he
sald, “made Morgan's minions and the
defendera of the damnable llquor traf-
fle who riing newspapers furious,”

WORTH GWYNN ROSS
DEAD AT HIS HOME

Former Head of Revenue Cutter
Service Succumbs. !

Capt, Worth Gwynn Roas, retired,
captaly comimandant of the Revenue-
Cutler Service from 1808 toa 191, died

at his home In New Bedford, Masa., this
moming. according to a telsgram re-
ceived ay Coant Guard headguarters.,

Capiain HRoss was one of the first
officers graduated from the Revenue-
Cutter Service Academy, He wan well
known in Washington. He was a mem-
ber of the Lovai Leglon, Naval and
Military Ordar of the SBpanish-Ameriean
War, and the Lotos Club, of New York,

Captain Ross was a native of Cleve-
land, where he was born April 18, 1854,
THis father was Gen. Sumuel Ross, U, 8,
A., who wue largely Instrumental in the
eatablishment of the Revenue-Cutter
Berviee school of instruction,

Washington Man l:Tjured
In Automobile Accident

PHILADELFPHIA, March 23, —Thoman
F. Brennan, thirty, of Washington, 1.
., wan among four men who were In-
jured, one of them aserviously, in a col-
liglon between & touring car and & mo-
tor truck berc today, He suffered a
broken arm ami bru'sen, and was taken

with the other men to the Women's
|Humvn;mlhhr Hospltal.
The - name  Thamas l<'- Brennan does

not appear in the City Diregtory.

VILLAT

CALLS 1Y THEASON TO
FURNISH AANS,
TO VLA

Senator Lewis introduces Bill
to End American Trade
With Bandit Chief.

STONE ATTACKS ALARMISTS

Charges “Sinister Forces Are
Working to Embroil* U. S.
and Mexico in War.”

The lid blew off the Mexican sit-
uation in the Senate this afternoon
when Senator Lewis of Illinois in-
troduced a resolution declaring that
persons in this country furnishing
arms and munitions and other sup-
plies to Villa were guilty of trea-
son.

Immediately after that, Senator
| Borah presented a telegram from
| Douglas, Ariz., telling of the dan-
ger to the people there from Mex-
ican troops on the other side.

This telegram was addressed to
Senator Fall, who is absent, and

“LID OFF”

PPED,

Decides Against Call
For Gaurdsmen

There will be no mobilization
of the National Guard on the
border at present, .

The President and his Cabinet
decided today that there is
no present need for a call
for volunteers nor for the
militia,

The question of calling out the
.guardsmen for patrol duty

* was gone into in detail.

The Administration believes
that mobilization of the
militia on the border would
embarrass Carranza and
make it more difficult to con-
trol the situltign.

In view of the early encourag-
ing reports today officmls
view the situation optimists
cally.

FIGHT

NEAR, SAYS CARRANZA:
IN SENATE

— i

DUTLAW BANG EAEN
EATERMIMATION
S CLAM

Constitutionalist Consul Asserts
Bandit Can't Escape Iron
Ring Around Him. 3

NO NEWS YET OF BATTLE

Brigand Will Not Permit Troops
to Capture Him Alive, Is Be-
lief on Border.

DOUGLAS DECLARED

Telegram to Senator Ashurst
Says U. S. Forces Are (:
dered Not to Prepare.

With a Mextcan army of 3,00 eavalry

was similar to a message received
by Sengtor Ashurst, . . .
sten BY ATTORNEY,

Y,

prominent attorney, D. A, RicBard-
mon,

Senator Sheppard of Texas prepent-
o a telegram from Douglas asigned
by F. W. White, which sald reports of
vesterday were exaggerated, Dut
which -anked for troops.

Benator Btone, aroused by the evl-
dent disposition to discuss the SMex-
lean situalion, arose and in a bitler
speech rebuked Senatora for alring
telegrams of this kind at this critl-
cal time,

The result
colloquies with Henators Borah
with other Senators,

In the course of his remarks, Ben-
ator Btone charged that sinister iIn-
fluences were at work in Mexico, co-
operating perhaps with Influencea on
this slde, to embroil the two couns
tries

He sald Senntors could do as they
wighed. They ecould say what they
wished.

“Aut just what goad is L5 e accoms-
plished by It surpasses Int=lligent under-
standing.'’ he Jdecinred.

Knows Situation Is Serious.

“"Every man with sense enough to
come in out of tne wet knows the situ-
ation |n Mexico ls a critlcal one," added
Benator Bione,

“It s critleal in this sense thal &n
effort s being made by nimerovs people
in Mexlco and numesous sinlster Influ-
encen in Mexico 19 excite the people of
that unfortunate coun'ry and to mis-
lead them, to ympress them with the
idea that the Unitel Siates contomplates
ngrresslon \gainst the Mexican govern-
ment, againast the whola people, to thelr
1r|llun'.

in declayed sinvleter Influences were
at work in Mexico and this count to
“preaipitats a sltuntion the end of which
we knnow not of.”

He procecded to read from consilar
reports to se*k to show the romplica-
tions had beer eancgerated,

Reber’'s Condition
Reported Serious

Several Ribs Broken and Internal
Injuries Sustained in Fall

at His House.

Hurgeons at Walter Reed Hoapltal to-
cay took x-ray photographs to deter-
mine the extent of the Injuries sustaln-
od by Lieut. Col. SBamuel Rebar, 1\, 8,
A., In a fall at his home yesterday.

Colonel Reber's condition waa reported
As acrious today Heveral ribm are
broken, and he is internally Injured.
It has not been doetermined whelne- he
sustained a broken hip, He Is attenaed
by Capt. W. H. Moncriel. chlef surgeon
of the hospital.

It will be impesnible to state the ex-
tent of his 'njuries, hospital physicians
said today,. unt!l the X-ray photographas
are developeda.

Colonel Reber suffered aeveral altacks
of vertigo at his offlce yosterday. When
he went home In the early afternoon for
lunch he ascended to the third floor
to visit his tro young sons, who Were
quarantined with measles.

He was attoched with vertigo at the
head of the stalrs, and 7Y aver the
banister o the Mt A ! k1]
unconsvious when pleked

The investigation -«
section of ihe sgnal oc 4
‘olonel Reher s the h
suspende 1 Lemporarily, "
In m aon~in<law of Lisut.

Miles. He lives at 31 J«

was n serles of mhaip
und

Rolh mmessagen were signed by al

and forly pleces of artillery ocamped
within ten blocks of the of

wetEn AT ends WITK T A ean
fo erdored not to DrebAre fer active
defense for fear of offending the Maxi-
cans, the Arisona city Is In grave dan-
ger 6f Imminent attack, according to a
telegram recelved today by Senntor
Ashurst from D. A, Richards. an at-
torney,

“Da all vou can for us before It Is
too Iate,” sald the telegram.

Henator Ashurst was undeterinined
this morning whether to present the
telegram ‘o the Benate or to the War
Department. In both quarters, he de-
clared, his pleas for ald have boen

recelved rather lightly,

The telegram was called to the atien-
tion of the War UDepartment, which, 'n
turn, advised Oeneral Funston of it
without ary recommmendation. Funaton
Is empowersd to handle such situations
na he sees Nt

Army Men Not Alarmed.

The Carransistan have had a large

garrison near Douglass for some
months, In November It was about
6,000,

Army men are not inglined to regard
the altuation there as In any Way crit-
jcal, for they believe, even should thers
be an uprising, the American forces,
far better trained and equipped, could
easily cope with a vastly larger num-
ber of the Mexicans,

In the Carranzista garrison are a large
number of boys of from twelve Lo four-
teen years of age. Few of them are
even falr markamen, it In said, as was
demonstrated in the Villista-Carransa
clash at Agua Prieta several months
ago, when several milllon rounds of
small ammunition were fired away with
comparatjvely [(nsignificant casunlties,

The telegram to Ashurst reads:

“Mex‘can general haa forty pleces of
artillery and 3,000 cavalry stationed ten
blocks from center of Douglas, Seven
thousand cavalry station six miles
south of Douglas, We have only 1,800
infantry, 30 cavalry., and four pleces
of artillery, Our troops stationed two
miles sast of Douglas,

Mexicans Have Entrenched.

“Am reliably Informed iy would re-
guire one houy for our Lroops to reach
Douglas in case of night atiack. Our
army forbldden by Administration_ from
making any active defense proparktions
for fear Mexlcans might misconatrue
such preparations,

“Mexicans have entrenched againat
United Statea slde, and have barbed
wire entanglements, We have no en-
trenchment. Mexiean troops eould
oanily repeal Columbus massacre In
Douglas on much larger scale and re-
turn to Mexico with similar loas, All of
these statements can ba verified by our
army officers here. Help us if you can
before It is too late.

Senator Ashurst sald his
was a responsible attorney.

NEW COMMERCE
BUILDING CROWDED

Redfield Tells Appropriations Com-
mittee of Conditions.

Informant

The nev Depanitment of Commerce
bullding at Nineteenth street and "ann-
bskven'n avenue Is bocoming overs
crowdeod, nccording to testimony glven
o the Appropriations Committee of the
Hovse by uflcinle of the department,

Members of the Pederal Trade Com-
miesion have asked for an appropriss
thlon for a separate bullding. becnuse
present  heoadfuariers are Inadequets
nnd crowdel, Interfering with the of«
folemey of the foree.

Membera of the commitles suguested
tisnt the trnle commission ask the Hee-
wiary of 'ommoree far more rooin In
the Commercs ballding

Secreinry Hodileld told the commitise
ioday that he did not have it, and that
the other bureaus were also crowded.

INPERIL OF ATTACK

EL PASO, March 24.—Villa ig
surrounded and mnay be engaged by
American troops, reports from
iwexican sources stated today,

A message filed by Col. Francisco
Bertani after his column had rout.
| ed Villa's force just east of Nanii-
| .iupa, in the Sante T'ira canyen,

by his voops and by Unired Stares

| soldiers wnder Rrigadier Cenéral
Pershing.

Curvanza  _onsul Garcis, who

| made public Bertani's report, stated

| there was no possible chance of

his capture was momentarily ex-
pected.
NO NEWS OF PATTLE,

Coneul Garcia shortly before § &, m.
today sald he had not received any word
from the front, although he expected
the fighting with Villa to start at day-
break,

Fort Bliss authorities said they had
no waord from Pershing to Indicate that
& battle with Villa was at hand or that
Villa was surrounded.

Major Sample, commander at Colum-
| Dus, stated he had absolutely no in-
formation of any engagement hetween
Pfruhinu‘n troops and Villa. The army's
:-.releu i* now in good working order,

ample sald, but early t -
('('_;_\,'ml n? lnformnllnn,_ oARY ke had re

1osc familiar with Villa's tactics and
his hatred for Americans believe he will
:‘ﬁ:':-m:.'m"?" nliv':e and that his en-
] and ma w
pr(:tllelled and y Iped out In the

Arcin sald Villa might try to e
by a surprise attack dfnrin.‘ ’tho ul\:ﬁ.t

Hertani reported that in the prelimi-
Nary engagement the Villlstas retreated
131“1;: U:?. ﬂ:'al'mllu south of Nami-
[} » Aller ORin w
about 100 horses r.";p’t'nr'ert.:l e

Got Behind Bandit.

The American troops In touch with
the Carranzistas surrounding Villa are
believed to be either Colonel Dodd's
eavalry column or Pershing’s men, whe
Kot behind the bandits by a raliroad

trip from Casas Grandes southward.
This report of Villa's whereahouts
did not sxactly conform with the
;:1;|;s-t'ltlrel-;t;g1: llwh'hlwu Florea, a re.
A7) panish busines .
huahuae City. L0 ot
He declared
Faso that Villa
tlonal train at
miles east
Villa and

on his arrival In 131
Feld up a Mexican Na-
Montezuma_nearly 10
of Namiquipa, Wednesday.

2000 followers w
American  passengers to ".klfl”kll:ﬁ

l{;lmr—'e':_. He w;nn positive It was Villa
RO wWho went
m{mlhea‘ through the
L In hardly considered pomsible t
lh:'?:ldv.lnl:\r'umlfanml force could hz::
cov the cult e t N -
Irz.u.{m, within a dn.}-. PESIE. KS A
i lores reported Villa rald that
Luls Herrera had rovolted from g::
ranza and joined them. COn the other
Liand there is evidence that Herrera 1s
£till loyal to ths de facto government.

Threw Off Yoke, Report,

Other reports say Herrera racently an-
nounced he would no longer be dicta-
ted to by the de facto government. He
was sald to have been angered by belng
displaced from command of the Chihua-
hua marrison.

Herrera was reported to have mades
an anti-American speech at Parral re-
cently.

Since Lthe rumor apread that he had
repudiated Carranea, Herrera told his
followers in Chihuahua City that the
American troops had no right to be in
Mexico. He sald he would pot join
Villa, however, acocording to thess re-
porta.

drig. Gen. George Bell, jr., command-
er at Fort Hllss, |s one of the few off|-
clals here who belleve tha rumors of
'‘Herrera's awlng to Villa. He de-
clined to mnke publie to newspaper
men Lha source of his Information.

Ball held & conference with J, O,
Crockett, vice president of the Mexloo
Northwestern rallrond, and Consul Gar-
cln, to discuss the use of the line by
the American !IYM!IHOIL It 1a generally
belleved the pallroad will he used to
transport provisions, supplies, and am-
munition to Pershing's base In the Casss
Grandes distriet.

General Rell put out the usual streng
provost guard In ¥l Paso, and along
the border last night. Heavy patrols
were also on duly throughout the night.
The local situation continued quist de-

said the Villistas were ‘.t'..n:.unq('

we 2}

 Villa cutting 1S way .out, and that -

)
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